
Vol. 70, No. 9 Thursday, September 30, 2010

Primary continued Page 4   

Saunders continued Page 2
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Editor, Labor Press

Obamania!
10,000 or more  turned from the Miller Stage to peer at the 
skies or try to take photos as Air Force One made a deliberate 
low pass over Laborfest Sept. 6, carrying the event’s main 
speaker. On the ground, President Obama did not disappoint 
with remarks  fiery and thoughtful -- along with handshakes 
before and after for the assembly of mainly union members.
-- Obama photos by Susan Ruggles for National AFL-CIO
Story and more photos on Pages 10 and 11.

Were you there? Special photo displays Pages 5-8

AFSCME International’s Lee Saunders speaking in Milwaukee

AFSCME relives real 9/11

On 9/11, Lee Saunders was a block and a half from the World 
Trade Center in New York City. He saw the towers catch fire 
and the second plane hit -- not on TV like the rest of the 

nation. Right there.
On 9/11 2010 the new Secretary-Treasurer of AFSCME 

International, also newly elected to the national AFL-CIO's ruling 
executive council, was in Milwaukee as keynote speaker for the first 
Next Wave Conference for young union activists who will lead 
AFSCME into the future.

Saunders took them back to his 9/11 to reinforce how much revi-
sionist history they are hearing today, reminding them of who were the 
first to attempt rescue and why the current climate for public workers 
is so insulting, coming from candidates trying to get their party back 
in power by diverting voters from the real causes of our economic 
problems.

"I was there," Saunders said. "The first people back in those tow-
ers to die trying to help were public workers. The very first of those 

Our new publication is 
all about the hot issues, 
all politics, all in your 

face. ACTION! will hit the 
streets, the churches, the union 
halls, the stores and campuses 
speaking to the entire commu-
nity about the Nov. 2 election. 
The first edition rolls out in the 
first week of October.

Different from the 
Milwaukee Labor Press, which 
will continue to reach 50,000 
households every month, 
ACTION! will be found all 
over town, on our Labor 2010 
neighborhood walks, distribut-
ed by  community leaders and 
organizations as well as by 
unions   throughout the state 
with hard-hitting visuals, details 
and articles about the state's 
big races and the Milwaukee 
area's tight contests.

It's a necessary strong reac-
tion to a lot of fabrications 
being leveled at the voters, 
who need a progressive voice 
to cut through the nonsense.

Published by the 
Milwaukee Area Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO, using outside design-
ers and a totally different look, 
it will be tabloid size, take 
political ads and speak frankly. 
New issues will be published 
as the need arises, which 
means more than one might 
appear in this election cycle 
and ACTION! will return 
whenever the community 
needs it.

Look for it. Read it. Pass it 
on. And mainly, take your politi-
cal ACTION! at the polls!

Primary full of attack-dog dangers
We’re adding 
a political voice! 
ACTION! issues
will appear all 
around voters
starting Oct. 1

A major upset on the 
Democrat side, some 
major fissures on the 

Republican side and that stub-
born Wisconsin independence in 
the primary.

Perhaps Wisconsin voters 
can be stampeded by strident 
attacks on the radio, outside ad 
money and slick TV platitudes. 
So hope the big conservative 
financiers behind the Tea Party. 
But then again, in pockets on 
Sept. 14, maybe not with 
Wisconsin people who hate per-
sonal attacks as opposed to polit-
ical ones.  The price of attacking 
too hard may be measured not 
only in losing but in winning.

 There was one major upset 
that rejected much of the nega-
tive personals in  ads, automated 
calls and floods of fliers. The 
upset undid a Democrat accused 
of playing footsie with the prin-
ciples he once avowed. The 
Senate District 7 contest brought 
up every dirty trick in the book 
-- radio and right-wing pundits 
making hay out of ancient brush-
es with the law, third party ads 
from voucher school advocates 
who were saying nothing about 
children. In fact, you had to 

cover the children's ears from 
these attacks.

Neither side played bean 
bag. But East Side and South 
Side, the district was turned off 
by one kind of attack more than 
the other.  Sixty-one to 39%, the 
13,000 voters sent incumbent 
Jeff Plale packing, choosing per-
sonable county supervisor Chris 
Larson, who it turns out is not as 
wildly liberal as painted but defi-
nitely committed to clean energy 
and union jobs -- things Plale 
had once been elected on.

The GOP fissure was within 
the nomination to face Tom 
Barrett for governor, Barrett hav-
ing a primary walk-through on 
the Democratic side and wisely 
saving his money for the big 
show Nov. 2.

The GOP winner went so 
far to the dark side that he 
may face a larger price 

than just spending most of his 
money. He has to regain credibil-
ity within his own party.

After last minute hysterics 
and accusations against his oppo-
nent, followed by naked pleading 
from his radio supporters for vot-
ers to stay on the Republican 
side, County Executive Scott 
Walker won over Mark 
Neumann. It looked at the end 

like a comfortable victory, 58%-
40% -- until you look inside 
these numbers and remember 
they reflect the diehard 
Republicans around the state.

County by county figures 
reveal that Walker ran even or 
behind in many of the rural 
counties. He badly needed that 
73% to 77% of the vote in 

Milwaukee and Waukesha coun-
ties, a statistical home turf 
advantage he will not enjoy Nov. 
2.

To win this primary in the 
last month, after internal polls 
showed the race tightening, 
Walker unleashed his old 
demons, the "say anything to 
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C a l e n d a r
For updated master list of events, 

visit www.milwaukeelabor.org

Monday,   September 27
State AFL-CIO Convention in Green Bay

Three-day conference, Radissson Conference Center
Costs, workshops contact 414-771-0700

Wednesday, October 6
Monthly Delegate Meeting

6:30 p.m., Serb Hall, 5101 W. Oklahoma Ave.

Saturday,  October 9
Labor2010 Walk, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Breakfast, lunch,  633 S. Hawley Rd.

Monday,  October 11
Senior Power Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Rep. David Obey and David Newby honored in main fund-
raising event for Wisconsin Alliance for Retired Americans 

See Story on Page 9.

Saturday,  October 16
Labor2010 Walk, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Breakfast, lunch,  633 S. Hawley Rd.

Saturday,  October 23
Labor2010 Walk, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Breakfast, lunch,  633 S. Hawley Rd.

Saturday,  October 30
Labor2010 Walk, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Breakfast, lunch,  633 S. Hawley Rd.

killed was an AFSCME worker" 
from the district council 
Saunders was working with.

"So I get angry at this 
shameful exercise. They're trying 
to scapegoat public workers for 
the problems this country is fac-
ing" - the same workers, he 
reminded the crowd, who are the 

front line defense in sacrifice for 
the public and the same people 
who teach our children, pick up 
our garbage, fix up our roads and 
speed services throughout the 
community.

Next Wave is an effort to 
fight back. Saunders, long a 
close ally of AFSCME President 
Gerald McEntee, now is one of 
Next Wave's big champions and 
its inspirational leaders. Other 
states were paying attention to 

Saunders
From Page 1

this three-day Milwaukee confer-
ence, centered at the Wyndham 
Hotel for workshops and video 
presentations, a special coopera-
tive venture of all of Wisconsin's 
district councils, attended by all 
their executive directors.

The 200 attendees were 
drawn from District Council 24 
headed by Martin Biel and repre-
senting more than 22,000 state 
employees, Council 40 headed 
by Rick Badger and speaking for 
33,000 public service and health 
care workers in 71Wisconsin 
counties, and  District Council 
48 headed by Richard Abelson 
representing more than 10,000 
public service employees in 
Milwaukee County.

The conferees were certainly 
put through the paces. Busloads 
helped out at three community 
centers. They walked neighbor-
hoods speaking for AFSCME's 
political candidates. With 
Saunders as a speaker on Friday 
they flooded a 4 p.m.  "Right 
Wing - Believe It or Not" rally at 
Clas Park to protest Scott 
Walker's failed budgets and 
efforts to force an extra furlough 
month  on county workers.

Rally speakers countered the 
attacks on public employees. 
Let's put the blame where it 
belongs, said Abelson, "We are 
going to point out that the wiz-
ards of Wall Street crashed the 
economy, not front-line workers. 
We are going to stand together 
and say enough is enough." 

The nationally recognized attorneys at 
Paul & Hanley have been fi ghting for the 
health and safety of workers and their 
families since 1985. Jon R. Neumann, 
managing attorney of our Milwaukee 
offi ce, has worked on behalf of asbestos 
victims for nearly a decade.

If you or a loved one has been injured by asbestos, call 
us today for a free and confi dential consultation. Our 
experienced attorneys and investigators will personally 
meet with you to discuss the merits of your case.

250 EAST WISCONSIN AVE., SUITE 1800
MILWAUKEE, WI 53202

BadgerStateAsbestos.com

ASBESTOSIS

MESOTHELIOMA

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT

LUNG CANCER

PAUL & HANLEY LLP
The nationally recognized attorneys at
Paul & Hanley have been fighting for the
health and safety of union members and
their families since 1985. Jon R. Neumann,
managing attorney of our Milwaukee
office, has worked on behalf of asbestos
victims for nearly a decade.

If you or a loved one has been injured by asbestos, call
us today for a free and confidential consultation. Our
experienced attorneys and investigators will personally
meet with you to discuss the merits of your case.

3461117

Jeffrey Butler, MD

James Stone, MD

Daniel Guehlstorf, MD

Steven Trinkl, MD

William Pennington, MD

Jamie Edwards, MD

Thomas Perlewitz, MD

Eric Pifel, MD

Joshua Neubauer, MD

Christopher Evanich, MD

Brian McCarty, MD

Bindu Bamrah, MD

www.TheOrthoInstitute.com

THE ORTHOPEDIC INSTITUTE
OF WISCONSIN

General Orthopedics/Joint Replacement
Joint Reconstruction/Arthroscopic Surgery

Hip Resurfacing and Fracture Repair
Sports Medicine/Work Related Injuries

Back and Neck Surgery
Foot, Ankle, Hand & Wrist Repair

Suite 102 Suite 310 Suite 200
2901 W. KK River Pkwy. 2323 N. Mayfair Rd. 3111 W. Rawson Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53215 Milwaukee, WI 53226 Franklin, WI 53132

414-384-6700 414-384-6700 414-325-4320

Immediate Appointments Available
Mention This Ad

Aurora Health Center - Racine
8348 Washington Avenue

Racine, WI 53406
262-884-4000

Suite 201 East
17000 West North Avenue

Brookfield, WI 53005
414-643-8800
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By Lynnda Guyton
Editorial Assistant, Labor Press

David Newby seemed almost embarrassed last June at the 
attention he received from such other labor activists as MALC’s 
Sheila D. Cochran (left) and AFT nurses’ leader Candice Owley 
when he was honored with a special MALC service award.

When the going gets tough, the tough get going
S p o t l i g h t

The unfortunate flip-side of 
this popular saying is that the 
need for toughness is an essential 
part of a life dedicated to the 
labor movement. 

David Newby's life is well 
worth celebrating - and 
will be, as parties in his 

honor are scheduled in October.
In 1994 David Newby 

became the president of the 
Wisconsin State AFL-CIO. As the 
statewide coordinating council for 
all AFL-CIO unions in Wisconsin, 
the state AFL-CIO determines 
union policy on state issues, 
speaks for labor and working peo-
ple on matters of public concern, 
provides services to local unions, 
and coordinates political and leg-
islative action with its affiliated 
local unions. 

Newby was one of the award 
winners at the Milwaukee Labor 
Councils 1st Annual Awards 
Banquet in June  for his dedica-
tion, unionism and support of  his 
union brothers and sisters' con-
cerns.

He led the efforts in the state 
legislative program coordinating 
initiatives on family and medical 
leave, minimum wage, health care 
and plant closing notification,  
which passed even before they 
were finalized on the national 
level. He wants others to know 
that the Wisconsin federation is 
seen as a national leader in legis-
lation, politics, workforce devel-
opment, health care --- in fact, one 
of the best in the country.

From 1973 on, he recalled,  
he had this great sense of being 
involved in the labor movement 
because unions were under 
vicious attacks, wages were stag-
nant and the total number of union 
members was remaining  stagnant, 
not growing with the workforce. 
"Our goal was to fend off attacks 
as best we could so we could fig-
ure out new ways of organizing,"  
he said.

Labor is  now a much differ-
ent movement and better orga-
nized internally using current 
power and numbers to influence 
policy and politics, he emphasized  
- "our biggest accomplishment." 
He added that the key is growing  
the numbers.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio,  in 
1942, David Newby grad-
uated from Fairview Park 

High School and earned a BA 
from the College of Wooster  in 
1964. He received a MA degree in 
history from the University of 
Chicago and did graduate work at 
UW-Madison. Newby taught from 
1965 to 1968 at Tuskegee 
Institute, a black college in 
Alabama. He recalls that being a 
powerful and formative experi-
ence. He worked closely with 
SNCC, a civil rights organization, 
on voter registration and other 
civil rights issues. 

Also during his first year at 
Tuskegee,  a student of  his was 

shot and killed by a white gas sta-
tion attendant in the white part of 
town. In response, students and 
sympathetic faculty (including 
Newby) organized weeks of boy-
cotts and sit-ins at white business-
es.  This mobilization led to the 
election in the spring of 1966 of 
the first African American sheriff 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line.  
Newby was made a deputy sheriff 
to help protect the county jail-
house from a threatened attack by 
the Ku Klux Klan the night that 
new sheriff, Lucius Amerson, was 
sworn in.

Newby didn't learn much 
about unions until after he 
was in college, lived in 

Madison and worked as a teach-
ing assistant -- and became active 
in the American Federation of 
Teachers Local 3220, the 
Teaching Assistants Association.

He was elected trustee of the 
Madison Federation of Labor in 
1981 and its president in 1982. He 
is still a member of the local and 
has hanging on his wall in his 
office a large replica of a lifetime 
membership card that he received 
just a few months ago.	

Newby expressed how there 
was nothing that he has done in 
his life that he regrets and that his 
whole life is taken up with what-
ever he can do for the good of his 
union brothers and sisters.  His 
heart remains in his  influential 
commitment to economic and 
social justice issues. Being elected 
state AFL-CIO president (along 
with holding the secretary-treasur-
er office prior to that, elected in 

1986) were positions where he 
could work towards those goals.

The most influential person 
in Newby's life was Harvey 
Goldberg a teacher at 
UW-Madison he met in 1960. He 
remembers hitchhiking from 
Columbus  to learn from him,  
noting that Goldberg inspired a 
couple of generations of students 
that came in contact with him. 
There would be twice as many 
people coming to his lectures as 
were registered. He had the talent 
of giving empowerment to others; 
his message was: "No matter 
where you are situated in life 

everyone can make a difference."
Newby's influence was put in 

perspective during a conversation 
with Sheila D. Cochran, now the 
Milwaukee Area Labor Council's 
chief operating officer.  She  
spoke highly of him, recalling 
when he first ran for president of 
the state AFL-CIO and was elect-
ed. She said that there had not 
been one time that she had any 
doubt about his abilities as presi-
dent and still  fully supports him. 
He has made great contributions 
to the labor movement and noted 
that he's the type of person you 
would want as a leader because 
"labor is engrained in him."  She 
added that because of his core val-
ues he will truly be missed and 
will leave a great legacy when he 
departs as president.

Newby says he has no com-
mitments but would stay 
active in the issues that 

are important to him such as 
health care and internal trade poli-
cies. He is on the Legislative 
Council Committee on state 
implementation of the federal 
health care reform legislation. 
While he will be leaving his posi-
tion as president of the state AFL-
CIO, he intends to stay active in 
the struggle for social and eco-
nomic justice.

He also wants to find time to 
travel and said he definitely has 
places to go. A trip to France is 

high on the agenda because he has 
a special fondness and enjoyment 
for the country. Newby has no 
hobbies to speak of now, (remem-
ber Union has been his life) but in 
his earlier years was pretty good 
at cross country skiing, loved 
canoeing and fishing and now 
tries hard to get into the gym at 
least once a week. He loves mov-
ies but can't remember the last 
time he saw one.

There is one person that plays 
a very important part in Newby's 
life and that's his wife, Kathleen 
McElroy. They married in 1968. 
He credits her  for making an 
enormous difference in his life 
and says he couldn't have accom-
plished so much without her sup-
port.

He says they fundamentally 
share the same values and “she's 
incredibly helpful" in writing arti-
cles and  speeches and in sharing 
her perspective. McElroy also 
produced two major  musicals, 
including the first labor opera 
written since the 1930s (and spon-
sored by the Wisconsin State 
AFL-CIO and the Wisconsin 
Labor History Society) -- 
"Esperanza."

The Newbys have no chil-
dren. He says his wife's take on 
the subject is that they didn't have 
the courage and his answer is they 
forgot because they were doing 
too many other things.

Ernestine O’Bee
1907-2007

J.C. Frazier
Funeral Director

“We are Setting New Standards for Funeral Services in our Community”

Let us remember in our prayers the families of:

Mrs. Addie Jefferson, City of Milwaukee
Mrs. Emma L. Beason, A.O. Smith

Mrs. Doretha L. Thomas, Milwaukee Public Schools
Mr. Donald E. Fields, Rexnord Company
Mr. Alexander Bowers, City of Milwaukee

Mr. Joseph L. Canada, A.O. Smith
Mr. Curtis Lewis, Milwaukee County
Mr. Willie Horton, Chrysler Motors

Mrs. Helen L. Didley, Milwaukee Area Technical College
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Milwaukee area labor council, aFl-cio

score points" debater and the 
"take no prisoners" extremist 
pitchman, aiming at his once 
dear friend Neumann.

In doing so, he violated the 
so-called Reagan 11th 
Commandment ("Thou shalt 

not speak ill of a fellow 
Republican"). A number of tradi-
tional Republicans throughout 
the state, already skeptical of his 
managerial competence as the 
vote showed, will not soon for-
give him. The 321,000 who 
voted for him on the GOP side 
must first face a massive 221,000 
who didn't. - and many who 
won't.

The near upset came in the 

Milwaukee County sheriff's race 
where David Clarke was on a 
seesaw throughout the night's 
count with Milwaukee police 
lieutenant Chris Moews, a politi-
cal unknown who ran a strong 
convincing race. Clarke finally 
pulled ahead   with 53% of the 
vote, but in raw numbers only 
30,539 votes to Moews' 26,727.

Clarke has pretended to be a 
Democrat to be elected, but foot-
steps behind him are not going 
away, not with a mere 4,000 vote 
difference. So much for his plans 
to run for future office in 
Milwaukee County.

Another interesting signal 
of Democratic campaign 
thinking was in the lieu-

tenant governor's race, where the 
voters clearly determined that a 

veteran Fox Valley Democrat 
used to beating Republicans was 
a better fit on the state ballot 
with Barrett than a fellow 
Milwaukeean. So the voters, 
with two established liberals to 
choose from in a field of four, 
backed Tom Nelson over veteran 
state Sen. Spencer Coggs. It was 
a massive choice, 51%-21%.

The biggest tea party echo 
was expected, since Ron 
Johnson's money easily seduced 
the GOP into giving him its 
nomination and backing.

The appeal is that he is a 
cipher, a total unknown able to 
spend millions and hire the sort 
of political marketeers who can 
remake him into a TV personali-
ty. He is primed along with third-
party admen to outspend incum-
bent Russ Feingold four to one 
in the campaign for US senate, 
hoping all the while the media 
doesn't make him answer serious 
questions about governing.

Milwaukee area 
Assembly races were a 
mixed bag for orga-

nized labor.
While Senate District 7 

(connecting the East Side with 
South Side lakefront) was more 
than ready to change from Plale 
to Larson, change is much harder 
to sell in the southwest Assembly 
District 7.

There labor had backed the 
energetic Scott Dettman, 
but came up 1,000 votes 

shy: 1,207 to 2.143 could not 
unseat longtime incumbent 
Peggy Krusik, who had worried 
many former backers with her 
recent votes and behavior. But 

Dettman came closer than 
expected for an unknown and 
will more than likely be back.

For unions, there was a sur-
prisingly strong win in 
Assembly District 8 by 

community organizer JoCasta 
Zamarripa triumphing handily 
despite the four-color fliers (and 
whisper campaign) from former 
Ald. Angel Sanchez.  A third 
candidate, Laura Manriquez, 
barely registered with the voters.  
The percentages were 53, 21 and 
17.   Zamarripa will take over for 
Pedro Colon as the lone Hispanic 
in the state Assembly. (And don't 
fret about Colon; he was just 
named a Milwaukee circuit court 
judge.)

The Coggs political name in 
Milwaukee may not have carried 
Spencer to the top in the state-
wide lieutenant governor's race 
but it sure worked for county 
supervisor Elizabeth Coggs who 
dominated Assembly District 10 
in the race to replace retiring 
Annette (Polly) Williams. (In all 
these state legislature races in 
Milwaukee, the Democrat has 
historically won the general elec-
tion.) Coggs' reputation and cam-
paigning deservedly carried the 
day with 67% of the vote.

That left as a far distant sec-
ond (27%) a candidate the 
Milwaukee Area Labor Council 

had first supported -- until 
Stephanie Findley either foolish-
ly, or playing  both sides to win, 
took money and posed for the 
holy pictures of slick mailed bro-
chures from a notorious D.C. 
based voucher foundation noted 
for meddling in local elections.

The misleadingly named 
American Federation for 
Children (AFC) is rolling 

in Action Fund money and net-
works, as every candidate should 
know, and Plale certainly knew 
when he called on them to try to  
smear Larson in that senate cam-
paign.

To be clear, many union 
candidates accept voucher 
schools as a legal reality but they 
prefer public education and say 
so in labor interviews, as Findley 
did and won major union back-
ing.

But once she took AFC 
money she opened the door to 
their campaign literature that, 
without advance permission, pic-
tured labor leaders known in the 
community -- a move that 
brought loud complaints against 
the shenanigans of this well-
heeled voucher machine, and 
also rebounded to Findley's detri-
ment.

It's worth noting that AFC 
spend some $50,000 to 
$100,000 by early expendi-

ture records on many area races. 
It is also worth noting that their 
major candidates lost every 
time.  One of the more repre-
hensible mailers for Plale 
accused Larson of being a bad 
county supervisor and a fake 
champion of the worker.  AFC 
concocted it.

They provided help not just 
for Findley, who says she has 
returned their campaign contri-
bution, but for Sanchez against 
Zamarripa, and for Michael 
Erdmann against District 17's 
Rep.  Barbara Toles. She 
swamped him with 84% of the 
vote. 

Labor’s Stephanie Bloomingdale 
celebrated with an exuberant 
Chris Larson primary night.
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When Accidents or Injuries Happen 
to Someone You Love Our Family of
Lawyers Will Protect Your Family.

Injuries From Accidents    Contingent Fee Available

Visit us on the web at www.habush.com

Helping Injured People For Over 75 Years � Wisconsin’s Largest Personal Injury Law Firm
Free Consultation � No Fees or Costs Unless We Are Successful � 100’s of Millions in
Settlements and Verdicts Collected For Our Clients � More Lawyers Named in the Best
Lawyers in America Publication Than Any Other Personal Injury Law Firm in Wisconsin

Waukesha
1-800-559-5599

Racine
1-800-682-3434

Kenosha
1-800-388-8222

Madison
1-800-822-1690

Appleton
1-800-472-9334

Green Bay
1-800-757-8644

Lake Geneva
1-800-275-1729

West Bend
1-800-242-7205

Sheboygan
1-866-888-3620

Stevens Point
1-800-248-0171

Rhinelander
1-800-369-5990

Wausau
1-800-248-0171

Why Choose Anyone Else? ®Why Choose Anyone Else? ®

Automobile & Truck Accidents � Motorcycle Accidents � Product Defects � Fires & Explosions
Farm Accidents Boat & Air Accidents � Medical Malpractice � Workplace Injury

Construction Accidents � Machinery Accidents � Nursing Home Negligence & Elder Care Abuse
Our Reputation, Experience & Honesty Result In Most Of Our Cases Settling Without a Lawsuit or Trial

1-800-2-HABUSH
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 2 - 2 8 7 4

Milwaukee Office - US Bank Center

1-800-242-7205
777 E. Wisconsin Ave. Suite 2300 � Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Winners at Laborfest

The raffle tickets are sold all 
over town from the State 

Fair forward, so a lot of union 
and non-union folks pick them 
up for the chance to win a 2011 
Harley-Davidson 2011 Fat Boy 
Low Rider.

Wouldn't you know, the win-
ner was a motorcycle buff from 
one of the unions that builds the 
Harleys. The winner was Kevin 
O'Hearn of  USW Local 1343.

The drawing for the second 
big prize, $500, was won by Guy 
Yuker.  Then came a number of 
$100 winners: Veliciad Cooper, 
Ruben Franco, Shajuan May, 
Gary Adamczak, Ken Greening, 
Denese Johamsen, Phil Barron 
and Darren Hull.

Kids make it loud and clear
If you ever thought Laborfest was a party for grownup workers, 
the children could argue quite differently. From Zeidler Park 
where families gather to the parade itself and even to the presi-
dent’s speech at Laborfest, cameras caught a lot of youngsters.
ABOVE: One of the parade’s busiest organizers, and also presi-
dent of the MALC, Willie D. Ellis at left, took time to pack the 
kids from Operating Engineers Local 139 onto one of the many 
vehicles the local provided the parade.
BELOW:  Children were also a big part of the larger than usual 
crowd that gathered along the route to watch the parade go by.
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Laborfest photos by editor 
Dominique Paul Noth,  AFT 
Local 212’s Sue Ruggles and  
visiting photographer Richard 
Nemish.

ABOVE: Lined up together were many of the member locals of the Milwaukee Building & Construction Trades Council, whose banner holders 
were followed closely by Plumbers Local 75.

Members of UE Local 1111, ending its long presence at Rockwell/Allen-Bradley, took their local’s 
last walk, holding a place of honor at the front of the Laborfest parade.

Police cycles led the Harley riders and vintage cars into the final lap before Summerfest grounds. Below: Women in Trades was one of the 
fresh marching groups among the more than hundred unions and other invited participants.

TOP: Raindrops came and went 
throughout the parade but smiles 
and cheers from the marchers 
never departed. PHOTOS RIGHT 
AND BELOW: Among the large 
contingents were AFT Local 212 
and the painters’ union District 
Council 7. The bricklayers not 
only sported signs but pulled wag-
ons of its members and families.
BOTTOM LEFT: The MASH unit of 
musicians, stagehands and actors 
rained music on the watching 
crowd. They were riding a flatbed 
provided by Operating Engineers 
Local 139.

Parade organizers, in this case 
from the steelworkers’ union, 
handed out the gold -- tickets 
to hear Obama, given to parade 
participants as the first in line 
for the president’s Laborfest 
speech.

Newest county supervisor Nikiya 
Harris marches with IUOE Local 
317.  AFL-CIO’s Todd Anderson 
and Sheila Cochran chatted with 
Eric Von during 1290’s live gaze-
bo broadcast from Zeidler Park 
while, nearby, OPEIU set up its 
banner.  BOTTOM: The sheet 
metal workers step out.

WERE YOU THERE? The iron workers 
and the insulators were. So were 
happy CWA members and the IBEW 
units. And the Teamsters packed the 
route with trucks and honks.

AFSCME units packed the parade and candy throwers were 
kept busy feeding a larger crowd of watchers than usual.
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What you missed
They had to assemble in the rain off a corner of Zeidler Park. 
They marched at the end of the parade. The president’s arrival 
delayed their pageant into late into Laborfest. But for those 
who saw or caught snippets, the enthusiasm from dancers and 
costume people of the Milwaukee Public Theatre pageant  was 
unmistakable. And the messages of peace and green technolo-
gy were creatively captivating.

Papier-mache faces and paper-
hat performers drew pre-
parade notice at Zeidler Park.

Mask and marionette creator 
Max Samson leaned against his 
Ferris Wheel concoction. At right, 
the saw man created a buzz.

It took human handlers to make 
this puppet seem to march on 
his own in the Laborfest parade.
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Labor Press
tops awards 

In the prestigious North 
American contest for all 
labor publications, the 

Milwaukee Labor Press has won 
the most multiple first place 
awards in history.

The International Labor 
Communications Association, 
which annually hires judges to 
evaluate hundreds of  print and 
electronic publications in all cat-
egories, announced that editor 
Dominique Paul Noth and the 
Labor Press had taken several 
prizes, among them (with judges' 
commentary when available):

First Place, General 
Excellence among all state and 
central council publications. The 
judges examined two contiguous 
issues  to determine the top win-
ner and praised the Labor Press 
for "Quirky and interesting writ-
ing, sometimes with a sense of 
humor, on a variety of subjects 
from workplace to social justice 
to social issues. Takes on larger 
issues well. Makes its points 
without being preachy. Good 
headlines. Good use of photos."

First Place General 
Excellence Internet among all 
labor websites. The award went 
to www.MilwaukeeLabor.org, 
created by the Milwaukee Area 
Labor Council,  with Noth’s 
original news stories plus  an 
archive of Labor Press publica-
tions dating back five years.

Saul Miller Awards - First 
Place, best political action story 
among all international, national  
labor organizations. Named after 
a pioneer journalist (as are all the 
top ILCA awards), the honor 
went to last December's exami-
nation of the health care debate: 
""Heeding the Human Cost."

Noth commented that the 
diverse opinions of union and 
community members in the  no-
holds-barred forum on health 
legislation led to the prestigious 
prize. The judges called the story 
"Well-written, heartfelt -- 
debunks the opposition's argu-
ment attacking the need for 
health reform." 

Another third place award 
for best editorial or column went 
to the Labor Press for "City 
Should Sink Its Own Breed of 
Water Pirates" with the judges 
noting, “Noth highlights  the 
proposed privatization of 
Milwaukee's water system -- to 
make the case (humorously) that 
such short-term grabs will be 
financially detrimental in the 
long run."

The paper has won several 
ILCA awards over the years, 
most recently the top prize 
among all publications, the Max 
Steinbock Award in 2007, for 
Noth's story about artist Terese 
Agnew. Labor Press also came in 
first  this year in a regional con-
test among labor publications run 
by the Midwest Labor Press 
Association.

Labor council delegates in 
September greeted the news with 
applause and voted to send Noth 
to Washington, D.C., to attend 
the ILCA awards ceremony in 
November.

Editor Dominique Paul Noth

Seniors will honor Obey, Newby 

Two notable Davids depart-
ing some Herculean jobs 
that enhance the lives of 

seniors and working people will 
be honored by the Wisconsin 
Alliance for Retired Americans 
at its Senior Power Luncheon 
Oct. 11, the group's major fund-
raiser.

Awards for their dedication 
will be presented to departing 
House leader Rep. David Obey, 
and the departing AFL-CIO state 
president, David Newby.

The guest speaker is another 
notable: Barbara Kennelly, CEO 
and president of the National 
Committee to Preserve Social 
Security and Medicare.  

In underlining the purpose 
of her speech, the WIARA's 
president, Leon Burzynki said 
educating the public that Social 
Security has never contributed 
one cent to the federal deficit is 
“one of our biggest challenges -- 
seniors need to know that, by 
law, Social Security cannot con-
tribute to the federal deficit. We 
cannot and will not be railroaded 
by individuals, including 
Congressman Paul Ryan, who 
want to cut benefits to balance 
the federal deficit.”

The alliance will also recog-
nize and honor Joe Kreuser, 
Jerry LaPoint, Dave Hansen, and 
Margarita Garcia Guerrero for 

their dedication to quality of life 
issues for retirees and workers.

The luncheon on Monday, 
Oct. 11, takes place from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Wyndham 
Hotel (across from the airport on 
Howell Ave.).  The cost of lunch 
at this main fund-raiser is $75 
and to reserve a table for eight 
costs $600.  Organizations and 
businesses can reserve an exhibit 
booth or place an ad in the 
Power Lunch booklet.

The Wisconsin Alliance for 
Retired Americans, an affiliate of 
the Milwaukee Area Labor 
Council, was launched nationally 
in 2001, and in Wisconsin in 
2005, by a coalition of AFL-CIO 
affiliated unions and community-
based organizations dedicated to 
economic and social justice. The 
WIARA represents more than 
89,000 Wisconsin retirees. For 
further information contact (414) 
771-9511 or visit www.wiscon-
sinara.org.

Orthopedic Institute
of Wisconsin

Thomas J. Perlewitz, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Spine Specialist
Fellowship Trained

2901 Kinnickinnic River Parkway
Suite 102

Milwaukee, WI 53215
414-384-6700

2323 N. Mayfair Road
Suite 310

Milwaukee, WI 53226
414-771-5080

“I offer comprehensive evaluation, diagnosis and treatment of all spinal conditions
by utilizing state-of-the-art techniques, procedures and instrumentation. My
ultimate goal is improved quality of life for the patient through both operative and
non-operative measures.”

Specialty Procedures and Professional Achievements
� Fellowship trained in spinal surgery at Harvard with emphasis on treatment
of conditions of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar spine

� Compassionate care focused on the whole individual
� Selected as Chief Resident in Department of Orthopedic Surgery at the
Medical College of Wisconsin

� Alpha Omega Alpha medical honor society

Medical Education
Medical College of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, WI

Residency
Medical College of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, WI

Fellowship – Orthopedic
Spine Surgery
Harvard Medical School
Boston, MA

Board Certified
American Board of
Orthopedic Surgery

For more information or scheduling, please call 414-384-6700.
www. Th eO r t h o I n s t i t u t e . c om

Rollovers Made Easy
401(k), 457, 403(b)

Robert S. Johnston, LUTCF
Financial Adviser, Financial Services 
Representative, Special Needs Planner
(MetLife Center for Special Needs Planning)

9000 W. Chester Street, Suite 105
Milwaukee, WI 53214
www.nextlevelpwm.com

(An office of MetLife.)

Contact Bob today at (414) 615-4912
or at bob.johnston@nextlevelpwm.com

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10166. Securities and investment advisory services 
offered by MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC). MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. 
L06101135[exp0711][WI]

EmployEEs arE rEprEsEntEd By:

Workers United 
LocaL 122

(414) 271-0290
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OBAMA PHOTO GALLERY -- AFT Local 212’s Susan Ruggles, hired 
by the National AFL-CIO and given access up close and personal, 
not only captured President Obama reveling in the Laborfest 
crowd. She also caught the labor press’ Lynnda Guyton as one of 
the ecstatic recipients of a presidential handshake.

CLOCKWISE: Notable warmups 
included Gwen Moore, AFL-CIO 
national chief Richard Trumka 
and  MALC’s Sheila Cochran.

HAWKS QUINDEL, S.C.



www.milwaukeelabor.org                                                                                                          AFL-CIO Milwaukee Labor Press, Thursday, September 30, 2010 — Page 11

A full report on Obama’s 
Laborfest speech with more 
photos is available at 
milwaukeelabor.org

Laborfest heated up Obama
By Dominique Paul Noth

Editor, Labor Press

The huge supportive crowd 
at Laborfest was primed 
for the president of the 

US to lay out his vision, defend 
his successes, rebut the fallacies 
that had invaded their TV sets 
and wield his wry  humor and 
lance-sharp examples of  why 
the "party of no" needed to be 
laid waste Nov. 2.

From every corner around 
Miller Stage -- where at least 
10,000 listeners had gathered on 
bleaches, behind barricades, 
peeking out from concession 
stands, listening from picnic 
tables and leaning against metal 
fencing, the crowd erupted in 
cheer after cheer. 

It was his third visit to the 
state in two months and his sec-
ond to Laborfest, where he gave 
a notable campaign speech in 
2008 during his run for the 
White House. Now Barack 
Obama was being asked to 
inspire and reassure. "Why can't 
his message get through today?" 
many in the crowd had asked, 
even though they knew the force 
of the money and lobbying inter-
ests against him. 

And Obama delivered, cer-
tainly in vision and common 
sense explanation that deserved 
to be heard above the media 
cacophony. 

This time, he did not try to 
mix creating jobs with 
deficit reduction, a rhetor-

ical device which in the past 
seemed to dilute his message. He 
talked about those efforts sepa-
rately and wondered aloud why 
he was dismissed by Republicans 
even when he promoted ideas 
they once championed.

"They talk about me like a 
dog," he inserted into his speech, 
one of his most personal candid 
moments, which brought a growl 
of recognition from the crowd 
about what could really lay 
behind that attitude. He has 
clearly been in a constant fight 
against a stream of hostility and 
negativism -- even while his 
presidency has made landmark 
strides in attacking the deficit, 
controlling runaway military 
expenditures, curbing Wall 
Street, rescuing an abandoned 
auto industry and spreading 
health care in ways that  may not 
bear full fruit to the public by 
November, something the 
Republicans have been counting 
on with their delaying tactics. 

 "Even on things we usually 
agree on, they say no," Obama 
recounted to growing laughter 
and applause. "If I said the sky 
was blue, they say no.   If I said 
fish live in the sea, they'd say no.   
They just think it's better to score 
political points before an election 
than to solve problems.  So they 
said no to help for small busi-
nesses, even when the small 
businesses said we desperately 
need this.  This used to be their 
key constituency.  They said no.  
No to middle-class tax cuts.  

They say they're for tax cuts; I 
say, okay, let's give tax cuts to 
the middle class.  No.

"No to clean energy jobs.  
No to making college more 
affordable.  No to reforming Wall 
Street.  They're saying right now, 
no to cutting more taxes for 
small business owners and help-
ing them get financing.  

“Their slogan is 'No we 
can't.'  No, no, no, no. 

"I mean, I personally think 
‘Yes we can' is more inspiring. 
To steal a line from our old 
friend Ted Kennedy:  What is it 
about working men and women 
that they find so offensive?"  

His skewers didn't stop 
there even as he 
announced a new six-

year program that, in a different 
era would gain bipartisan support 
- a way to use investment bank-
ing, not the deficit, to modernize 
the nation's crumbling infrastruc-
ture. The plan would rebuild 
150,000 miles of roads, lay and 
maintain 4,000 miles of railways, 

restore 150 miles of runways and 
galvanize a "next-generation air-
traffic control system” to reduce 
travel time and delays for 
American travelers.  "That's not 
a Republican or a Democratic 
idea," Obama pointed out. 

But he is certainly conscious 
of the realities of their "no" even 
to good ideas. It's a reality, 
Obama was saying, that will 
force the American people to 
take a stand at the polls Nov. 2. 
He scoffed at the Republican 
ideas of driving in reverse, draw-
ing chuckles with his extended 
comparison of their philosophy 
to putting the car in the ditch and 
then asking for the keys.

 "Now, anybody who thinks 
that we can move this economy 
forward with just a few folks at 
the top doing well, hoping that 
it's going to trickle down to 
working people who are running 
faster and faster just to keep up, 
you'll never see it.

"If that's what you're waiting 
for, you should stop waiting, 
because it's never happened in 
our history.  That's not how 
America was built.”

Drive safely. But if you are 
in an accident, put years of 

legal experience on your side.
Accidents can happen to even the best drivers. Fortunately, the 

Previant Law Firm has a well-earned reputation for assisting people
involved in auto accidents. Receive the settlement you deserve. If you 

have been in a car, motorcycle or truck accident, call for a free consultation.

1555 N. RiverCenter Drive, Suite 202, Milwaukee, WI
414-271-4500 • 800-841-5232  • www.previant.com

Car, truck & motorcycle accidents. Call 414-271-4500.
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The #1 health insurance choice of Wisconsin
educators is now available to state health plan members !

Why pick the WEA Trust health plan?

1. Freedom to see who’s best for you 
You may see any doctor or dentist—anywhere—and still get benefits, 
whether in or out of our Network. (Non-Network providers are subject 
to a $1,000 individual/$2,000 family deductible and are then payable 
at 70%).

2. A Network like no other  
Our 24-county service area in eastern Wisconsin includes more than 
24,000 Network providers and 50 hospitals. We also have a statewide 
and national Network. Call (800) 279-4000 to find a provider outside 
the service area.

3. Exceptional service 
When you call us, you’re greeted by a helpful Trust employee here  
in Wisconsin, usually on the first ring. To us, you’re a person, not  
a number.

4. Not-for-profit union roots  
We were created by a union and have a 40-year history of providing 
health and dental insurance to union members in Wisconsin  
public schools.

5. Keep your doctor, get a new plan 
It’s likely your current doctor is already in our eastern Wisconsin  
Network. That means you can switch your health plan and keep  
your doctor. 

To discover more about the WEA Trust PPP now available to  
state of Wisconsin health plan members, call (800) 279-4000 or visit  
www.weatrust.com/state.

TEACHER
TESTED 

UNION APPROVED.

Brown 
Calumet 
Door 
Florence 
Fond du Lac 
Green Lake 
Kenosha 
Kewaunee 
Manitowoc 
Marinette 
Marquette 
Milwaukee 
Oconto 
Outagamie 
Ozaukee 
Racine 

Shawano 
Sheboygan 
Walworth
Washington 
Waukesha 
Waupaca 
Waushara
Winnebago

Defining Excellence. 
Delivering Value. 
THE TRUST DIFFERENCE.

Serving the following counties

Enroll between October 4-29.




